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Read about our biggest project yet with a young lady from Yasodara

Hi everyone!

Welcome to our November Karuna Sri Lanka Newsletter.

We have continued to be busy since our August Newsletter despite there betng
another Lockdown in Galle, Just as we thought everything would get back to
normal covid hit once again which was very disappointing, However, we are
pleased to say that lockdown is now over and we have been able to get classes up
and running again,

Read on to hear about the details of our biggest project yet.




GOOD NEWS IN THIS NEWSLETTER!!

# The covid curfew has finished.

% Tertiary education continues.

*+ Computer classes resume.

* English classes resume.

% Karuna Care Kits continue and food parcels are delivered.

#* Read about our funding project for a new shop opening.

# Anusha, one of the children that lived at Yasodara has given
birth to a beautiful baby girl with her partner.

% Birthday celebrations.

% Profiles of two of our young ladies from Yasodara.

Programs up and running again.

Computer Class - Advanced Diploma Level. After the interruption
due to covid these classes have also recommenced. Shashi, Ishara and
Supun were able to continue online classes during the lockdown. They
have taken exams at the Advanced Diploma level with very pleasing
results. It is good to have these 2 students and Shashi that work hard to
improve their skills.

Computer Class - Certificate Level - Introductory - The children
enrolled in these classes have been encouraged to resume. We have
purchased phones for some of the children to enable them to work on the
online classes we have arranged.

Kaveesha and Achini
receiving their new phones
to enable them to continue
with their Certificate Level

Computer Class.




English Classes - In our last newsletter we said that the English classes
had resumed. Unfortunately, since then there has been another curfew
which lasted for quite a few weeks. We are happy to report that the
classes have now commenced again. We decided to change to online
classes which means they can still continue if there is another curfew.

Swimming Lessons - Unfortunately the swimming pools have not re-
opened yet. We will resume lessons as soon as we can.

Tertiary Education

Ishara Is continuing to work on her online studies in Accounting, Business
Studies and Economics classes which we fund. She will be taking exams
soon so we wish her well. We will keep you up to date with her results in
our next Newsletter.

Piyumi is working hard in her pre-school teacher training course. We
purchased a printer for Piyuma to enable her to continue her course. She is
on track with her studies despite the interruption of covid. It has always
been Justin’s goal to help the children he met at Yasodara to assist them to
achieve their goal to improve their lives therefore he is very happy to see
Piyumi working hard to become a pre-school teacher.

PlUuml’s Lecturer

we pwchaseat this pr’mter to assist P’Lgumi
with her stuaies.
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Fun Experiences & Good News!

Birthdays
Nadeesha, Piyuma and Achini (see more about Nadeesha & Achini in

profiles) all celebrated birthdays in September and Shashi organised a

party and gifts for them with a few of their friends. Our Vice-Chairman,
John Woods, organises the birthday

k- cakes for Shashi to pick up. Thanks,
= John for this generous gift. The girls
= really enjoy their special celebration,
| % it means a lot to them.,
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Ishara, Anusha and Dileka
celebrating Nadeesha’s birthday.

Piyuma looking forward
to cutting her birthday

cake.




Day out at Udugama Katagoda

As soon as Galle was open again, we asked Shashi to give the children a
day out. We felt it would be good for them to enjoy a bit of freedom and
fun after being in lockdown for so long. Shashi asked the girls where they
would like to e ——

go and they ‘ '
chose
Udugama
Katagoda
where they
enjoy mini
waterfalls and
swimming
rock pools.
They have
visited here
before and had
a great time
once again.

Looking forward to a great day out!!
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Anusha has a baby.

One of the girls that lived at Yasodara has given birth to her 1st baby, they
have named her Tanuli Wihansa. Shashi has visited Anusha and passed on
our best wishes. We donated some baby items to Anusha and arranged to
have the electricity connected in their home. This will make life a lot easier
for them in the future.

Nadeesha, Dileka, Anusha halding Tanuli
Anusha with Tanuli and the gifts Shashi and Ishara enjoying being together again
gave her on behalf of Kurana

Karuna Care Kits & Food Parcels

The Karuna Care Kits continue to be delivered and have become a big part
of our regular charity work. Shashi has managed to deliver them when the
curfew was lifted. The Care Kits cost 2,515 slkr each, this amounts to
around 20 AUSD / 10 GBP each. We are sure you will agree it is money
well spent.

The Food Parcels Shashi arranged for these to be delivered during
lockdown to assist our -

families who were unable to
work and therefore had no
money to buy food. The
children and their families
really appreciated this kind
gesture.




Our Latest Project

Wasani met Justin and John when she lived at the Yasodara Orphanage.
Earlier this year she reunited with us through facebook. Justin and John
were pleased to hear she is married with a young child. After catching up
with her news Justin found out that they had a goal to open a shop in their
village. Wasani and her husband had done a great deal of research about
what they needed to do to achieve their goal. Justin discussed their
situation with the Committee and we decided to offer assistance. A
Business Plan was sent to Wasani and her husband and when this was
submitted to the Committee for approval, we agreed to offer monetary
support for the initial set up of the shop and
start-up rent to enable them to open the shop.
They worked hard painting and fitting the
shelving and counter. The shop opened on the
12th October 2021. They have plans to offer
online deliveries as well as stocking items
which other shops in the village do not offer
but people have requested. We wish Wasani
and her partner well for the future.

Inside the shop

Wasani’s daughter will hopefully be able to
assist and help her parents in the shop one day
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Sukhitha Children’s Home, Special School Kalutara and
Training Centre

Horana, Sri Lanka.

Managed by the Sukhitha Welfare Society, a charity approved by the government of Sri Lanka.

A Sri Lankan retired business man in NSW, Janaka Dissanayake
contacted Justin to ask if we could assist them with setting up a charity in
Australia to be able to raise funds and sponsorship for the Sukhitha
Children’s Home which Janaka has been supporting for many years. This
Home caters for children and adult orphans with disabilities. They
provide care, shelter, food, clothing and education so that one day, as
adults, they can move back to society and live close to normal lives.

One of their new projects has been to set up an online education program
due to the difficulties with covid and lockdowns. They needed
assistance with purchasing televisions to enable the setting up of the
program. We assisted them with a donation of $200 towards a television
as we feel this is a very worthwhile charity. Janaka has asked if our
charity may be interested in joining the program. Shashi has been in
contact with the local co-ordinator in Sri Lanka and hopes to visit the
home soon.

If you wish to learn more about this charity you can visit the

website — sukhithahome.lk
PROFILES

Meet more of our young ladies

ACHINI

Achini is now 20 years old and lives with her mother and
father since leaving Yasadora. Her parents also have a son,
Chamod, who is disabled and needs a lot of care. Achini
works with her mother in the local factory but finds time to
come to swimming lessons and days out that Karuna
arranges. She also is taking time off work to join the
computer lessons in the hope of improving her future.
Shashi sees Achini and her family regularly. We have also
assisted Achini’s family with purchasing much needed
medicine for Chamod.




NADEESHA

Nadeesha is 17 years old and has been living with her sister,
Anusha, to help with her baby. She will be attending school
now the covid lockdown has finished. We are happy that
Nadeesha comes to the Computer, English and Swimming
classes and all the days out. Hopefully, in the future, we can
set her up with some training courses to give her a good start
in her adult life.

DONATIONS

BIG THANKS to our regular donors for your continuing support. We could not run the
charity without your very generous donations.

Good2Give

Is a Corporate organisation which offers employees of registered
businesses to make pre-tax donations. The employee is able to decide the
amount they wish to donate on a regular basis and the employer will
match the amount!! This is a great opportunity for us and we are pleased
to report our first donor has registered with us.

To Our Donors

GIVE NOW has become a very easy and cost-effective way for our overseas donors to
process either a one-off or a regular monthly donation. We have a Give Now donation
button on our website which connects directly to their website.

PLEASE NOTE: Payments from overseas to Give Now can only be made through a
Credit Card account.

Our donors in Australia are able to make payments direct to our bank account from
their own Debit account or Credit Card with no transfer fees attached.

OUR COMMITMENT

Our commitment to our Karuna Sri Lanka Inc. donors is that all money donated is used
entirely for the support of our organisations in Sri Lanka. We are a volunteer run
organisation and we do not use any of your donations for our running costs. These are
met by Justin, our President, and other committee members.




Please pass this Newsletter on
We are always seeking more donors to assist us in our efforts to continue our work.

If you have friends or relatives that you feel may be interested in reading this
newsletter, donating, visiting our website or following us on Facebook please forward
this newsletter to them to read about our work.

Website: www.karunasrilanka.com.au_(Donation form is available on this site.)

Facebook: Visit our Facebook page karuna sri lanka inc. OR contact Justin on 0423 169 328.

This will be our final Newsletter before Christwmas therefore Justin,
Johwn, Merle, June, Katie, Allan, Leandra and Brett wish you a very
"\
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We hope Yyou are able to spend time with
Your family and friends over the festive
season and enjoy some Christmas Cheer.

we are Looking forward to expanding our programs and assisting
wore chiloven and thelr families during 2022,

Please remember:
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