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Jayani, John and Ageesha (see article “Our 1st University Student”) 

Hi to all our fantastic donors from the Karuna Committee! 

GOOD NEWS TO READ IN THIS NEWSLETTER!! 

 Vice-President’s visit to Sri Lanka in April 2022. 

 Supun’s new venture selling his environmentally safe surfboard wax. 

 Update on the “Safe House”.  

 Our 1st University Student. 

 Computer Classes. 

 Tertiary education courses. 

 Birthday Celebrations. 

 Karuna Sri Lanka Inc. – Annual General Meeting. 
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Vice-President visit to Sri Lanka – April 2022 

Our Vice-President, John Woods, has been able to organise more trips to Sri Lanka since our last 

newsletter.  We have included John’s report of the visit he made to celebrate the New Year on 14th 

April 2022.  This is a very special time in Sri Lanka with many celebrations.  It is a time for the 

families to buy a new outfit to enjoy the beginning of a New Year and have family parties.  We 

always try to make this a special time for our children too.  The names highlighted in blue are all 

the children we watched grow up in the Yasodara Orphanage where our journey first started.  

Shashi and Jayani are our very hardworking representatives, without them we would not be able 

to achieve our goal to give these children a better life.   

Piyuma, Sathya, Ishara and Dileka who all live in the 
Safe House Karuna sponsors joined Shashi and I on our 
first trip which was to see Sachini down the coast near 
Tissamaharama.  Sachini, who is 22 on 1st May, now has 
two children and is living with her husband’s family. 
We have visited her twice in the last few years so it 
was wonderful to see her again and meet her new 
child, a little girl. We spent the morning with her and 
she was very happy to see the girls that she spent years with in 
Yasadora. It was great to see them catching up 
together.                         

 Jayani and I went on a day trip to visit two girls from Yasadora. The first was Ageesha 
who left Yasodara before it closed. It was fantastic to see her after five years! She is the 
first Yasodara girl to gain entrance to university and is studying law. She was delighted 
to see us and we presented her with a laptop to help with her studies. She is a down to 
earth lovely young lady who never stops smiling. She is living with her sister at present 
and seems really happy. Jayani is mentoring her and Ageesha is very appreciative of 
this help. She is so excited to be in contact with Justin and Karuna. (See main feature photo) 

We then travelled to see Sanduni, one of the younger girls who is still in orphanage care 
in Matara (40kms from Galle). I have no hesitation in saying that this was the highlight 
of my trip. To see Sanduni walk into the room with the biggest smile was amazing! The 
last time we visited her she was very quiet and really did not seem happy to be living 
there. This time she was smiling and chatty and seems to get on so well with her Matron. 
She is doing her O Levels this year but the Matron says she is a bit lazy! She excels at Art 
and has won a couple of awards. She also loves dancing. The rapport between Sanduni 
and her Matron was very special. We also met all Sanduni’s 27 friends in the orphanage 
and gave them parcels which Jayani had very kindly wrapped up. Meeting the younger 
children was a real throwback to when Justin and I went to Yasodara for the first time 
ten years ago. The smiles would melt anyone’s heart! 

We had an evening trip to see Nadeesha and Achini as they are both working. Nadeesha 
lives with her mother in very basic conditions. She works very hard in a garment 
factory but seems happy. I saw Nadeesha 3 times and tried to find out if there is any 
course, she would like to do but have not had an answer so far. We then visited Achini 

Sachini looking at photos while 

the girls hold the children. 
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who is back with her parents and young disabled brother. Achini seems happy and was 
pleased to see us. We gave Achini and Nadeesha a New Year gift of 3,000 rupees, a gift 
which was given to all the children to enable them to buy a new outfit. 

Maheesha is another one of the children living in an orphanage. We (Shashi and the girls 
from the house) visited her. The orphanage is still under COVID rules so we just met her 
and her matron in the garden. After a very shy start the girls had a wonderful catch up, 
giggling and laughing together. The Matron was very grateful for the dry food we gave 
them. After leaving Maheesha we were meant to visit her sister, Chamodi who is 
married and lives nearby but unfortunately, she was working. Maheesha may go and 
live with Chamodi once she has finished her O levels in December.   

We also visited Bhashini who lives with her aunt in the same area. It was good to see 
Bhashini and she was very talkative which was great to see. She is not doing anything at 
the moment but her aunt says she is doing well. Bhashini’s 
little cousin, a great little character, was very 
disappointed that Justin was not in the visiting party! The 
last visit of the night was to see sisters Anjula and Gaguli 
who live with their mother and father. They were in great 
form as usual. Ganguli is studying for her A Levels and is 
intending to go to university to study Commerce. She says it 
is her dream and I believe she will do it. She is a very 
determined young lady. Anjula has just recovered from 
Dengue Fever so is not working at present but is 
certainly on the mend.  

Visiting the Karuna house with only females living in it 
was difficult for me however I was able to do so alongside 
Shashi’s brother who very kindly accompanied me. The house is excellent. I must say I 
was so impressed and also very pleased. Three bedrooms, living room and kitchen. It is 
nearly kitted out now with furniture and accessories. A bit more furniture for the living 
room and it would be complete. The girls are very comfortable there and seem to get on 
well. The last occupant of the house is the dog, Dexter and the most spoilt animal on 
earth. He has really landed on his feet living with five girls that dote on him but at the 
same time I think he is a great comfort to them. The girls are doing well. Ishara is 
studying for her A Levels, Sathya and Piyuma their O Levels and Dileka is doing her 
sewing course. Karuna bought her a portable sewing machine and she has already 
produced some shorts and tops! I believe the house is a resounding success and is really 
benefitting the girls.   

I watched Supun surf down at Dewata Beach twice. He has improved and no longer 
needs lessons. He is in good form and studying very hard for his A Levels. He is a 
confident young man and I am sure he is going to do very well. His living conditions 
have changed, he is now leaving with a friend of his late father which is an excellent 
development. He seems very happy which was good to see.   

On another evening we went to collect Anusha and her child, Tanuli Wihansa from 
Udugama (40kms north of Galle). On the way back we stopped to see Dinithi who still has 
her fruit and veg stall. She is doing really well and is a great success story. Works hard 

Anjula greeting John 
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seven days a week and seems really happy. She was really pleased to see us and 
welcomed us with a huge smile. Dinithi did not have time to come on any of our trips but 
hopefully she will be able to do so next time.   

The reason we were picking up Anusha was that we had arranged a return trip to 
Leisure World, a water park just outside Colombo. Fifteen of us headed up there in a 
rented van and had the most amazing day. The children had been there with Justin and 

I five years ago and they were very keen to return. We 
had a ball. The morning was spent at the fairground 
attractions and dodgems and the afternoon in the 
water park which has the biggest and scariest slides! 
The children are all daredevils and loved every minute 
of it whilst I was a bit more apprehensive! There are 
some great photographs of the day which I am sure the 
girls will treasure.                       
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

       Dileka   enjoying the water slide. 

 

On Sunday we had a farewell party at my hotel. The hotel owners and staff couldn’t 
have been more accommodating. They remembered the children from last time and 
helped organise a special day. Sixteen children (including Anusha’s daughter) were able 
to attend and they enjoyed loads of food, soft drink and sweets and the pool was in 
constant use. There was music and dancing it was a joyous afternoon and I believe 
everyone went home happy!  

Shashi and Jayani are doing an excellent job as Karuna’s representatives. It is only 
when I spend time here do I realise how much time and effort is needed to fulfil their 
role. It is never ending! 

I am looking forward to my next trip to see the progress of everyone.   

John Woods 
Vice-President 

John was able to have another quick visit to Sri Lanka in June to attend the cricket in Galle but due to the 
economic crisis he was not able to travel easily.   

John and Shashi with the girls 

outside Leisure World 
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Supun’s big venture – “GET BARRELED” 

Justin first met Supun when he was a young boy and his father, Priyantha, was a tuk-tuk driver that helped 

Justin purchase and transport all sorts of building materials when Justin was volunteering at the Yasodara 

Orphanage repairing, painting and doing building works to make the living conditions better for the 

matrons and girls who lived there.  Sadly, Priyantha passed away suddenly and since then Supun has had 

many challenges but is now living in good accommodation with friends around him.  Justin and Karuna 

have supported Supun in his studies, english classes and living expences of which 

he has always being very grateful.  He is a very hard-working young man who 

wishes to attend University and study Marine Biology now he is in his last year at 

school. In 2019 Justin taught Supun the basics of surfing to give him an outlet 

from studying.  He soon picked up this skill and after a few surfing lessons has 

become very proficient.  With Supun’s goal to be accepted at university, he spoke 

to Justin about idea s for him to make money to help pay his way through 

university. They decided on a plan for Supun to make a biologically friendly 

surfing wax.  After spending hours trying different ingredients Supun has come 

up with a product he is happy with and so “GET BARRELED” was born.  It is 

early days but we wish Supun good luck in this project and look forward to 

hearing that big things come from small beginnings. 

 
Hi I’m Supun 

“Student in A/L avid surfer.  I adore the sea.  My career goal is marine biology.  

I started my own Making Surf Wax. After experimenting with many various      

formulations, I was able to develop the ideal recipe for surf wax that is effective 

for water conditions in Sri Lanka.   

Carefully manufactured with 100% organic materials keeping in mind all 

environmental factors.  

Buying this product will enable me to accomplish my career goals. 

 

I hope you Get Barreled 

Thank You”.  

          

   

      

                                                                                         

                                                  

 

 

 

Supun & Justin in 2019 
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Our Safe House project is going well 

Renting a house to make a home. 

Our “Safe House” has been so important for the young girls we support during the 

very unsettling economic crisis which Sri Lanka has experienced over the last few 

months.  Sathya, Piyuma, Dileka, Ishara and Carer, Shashi, have been joined by 

Anusha and her young baby, Tanuli. 

You may remember Shashi took baby items to Anusha when her baby was born last 

year.  Sadly, the situation Anusha lived in was not happy and she has moved into 

the house with her baby, Tanuli Wihansa, for a while where she felt safe.  We have 

been so grateful that we can support Anusha during this very sad time in her life. 

Anusha has now returned home; we hope her situation improves. 

During John’s visit in June, he suggested the girls should start growing their own 

vegetables in the garden.  They had great fun buying plants, fertilizer and basic 

gardening equipment. It is a new project for them and hopefully the garden will 

flourish. 

Our 1st University Student 

Ageesha left Yasodara Orphanage before it closed.  She has succeeded in being awarded a 

scholarship to university (including lodgings). Ageesha is the first Yasodara girl to achieve 

a place at university. We wish her well and Karuna is happy to assist with purchasing text 

books if required. During John’s visit to Sri Lanka, he had a laptop computer which his 

company donated to present to Ageesha. We have registered Ageesha into an English 

language course which will assist her in her studies and employment when she completes 

her university degree. 

Programs still running 

Computer Class – Advanced Diploma Level. Shashi, Ishara and Supun are 

continuing online classes to achieve their Advanced Diploma.  
 

Computer Class - Certificate Level – Introductory – The children enrolled in 

these classes have been encouraged to resume.  We have purchased phones for some of the 

children to enable them to work on the online classes we have arranged. More children are 

attending this class now which is great. 
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 Tertiary Education 

Ishara is continuing to work on her online studies in Accounting, Business Studies and 

Economics classes which we fund.  

Piyumi has completed her pre-school teacher training course achieving top student of her 

class. We are pleased to report she is now working full-time. A great success story and we 

wish Piyumi well in her new employment. 

Sathya and Piyuma have recently enrolled in a 

cake making course which they enjoy 

immensely and have done very well. Cake 

making and decorating is big business in Sri 

Lanka and who doesn’t like cake!! After this 

course they will follow on to hospitality so 

hopefully a bright future ahead. 

                

    

   Sathya and Piyuma working on their cake decorating course.                                                                                    

                                                                               

Sathya, Piyuma and Ishara are also enrolled in an English course. 

Gaguli has commenced Advanced Level Commerce Course which includes Business 

Studies, Economics and Accounting.  

Saduni is another of our girls from the Yasodara Orphanage.  She has lived at the Matara 

Buddhist Ladies' Orphanage since Yasodara closed and now she is 18 years old she has to 

leave the Orphanage.  Saduni has become very close to the orphanage Matron and has 

been asked to stay on and work their which she is very happy about.                                                                                                                                                                  
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BIRTHDAYS continue to be a fun experience 

Our Vice-Chairman, John Woods, continues to organise birthday cakes.  We really 

appreciate this very special gift which John has very kindly supplied for many 

years.   

There have been 4 birthday celebrations since our last newsletter. It means such a lot 

to the children to have a special birthday celebration and we enjoy seeing the 

happiness it gives. 

 Supun’s 18th Birthday in July.                     
 Jayani very kindly took a gift and birthday cake to Supun where his is living.  It 

was a very special day for 

him and he enjoyed the 

celebration with Jayani and 

friends at his 

accommodation  

  

 

Sanduni enjoyed a visit from Jayani to the orphanage to 

celebrate her special day.  Jayani took a cake and gift to Sanduni which she 

was thrilled to receive.       

 

                Jayani presenting Sanduni with her gift 

Supun 9 yrs. old and now 18!! 

Another beautiful birthday cake supplied by John 
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Dinithi and Gaguli shared a birthday party with the girls and Shashi. 

       

          Dinithi (in yellow) shared her birthday with the girls 

            at her vegetable shop where she works hard. 

                                     

Jayani continues to work hard 

Jayani’s role with Karuna continues to expand.  We are now assisting more children 

from the Gintota school where Jayani used to work before retiring.  With the schools 

re-opening we are pleased to be able to re-commence our support for the cricket 

coach at the Gintota School.  It is so important for us to assist children in this very 

popular sport which gives them a balance and some fun in life.  Maybe one of our 

students will represent Sri Lanka one day. 

Karuna Sri Lanka AGM and Your Committee 

On the 24th July 2022 our charity held its Annual General Meeting.  We would like to 

introduce you to the new Committee. 

President & Founder – Justin Peacock.  Vice-President – John Woods.  

Secretary – Sarah Parry.  Treasurer – June Foote. 

Committee Members – Katie Cresswell, Merle Nuber, Allan Foote, Brett Stacy, Leandra 

Lopez. 

Our President presented his report covering our achievements over the last 12 months.  He also thanked 

Merle for her hard work as Secretary since Karuna was inaugurated in 2017 and welcomed Sarah to her 

new position.  The Treasurer presented her report and submitted the Profit & Loss and Balance Sheet for 

the 2021-2022 Financial Year. 

If you wish to receive a copy of our Annual Report please contact us by email – 

karunasrilanka3@gmail.com and we will be happy to forward a copy to you. 

Gaguli enjoying her birthday party 

Gaguli enjoyed Shashi and the girls visiting to 

wish her a happy birthday. 

mailto:karunasrilanka3@gmail.com
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Update on donor James Floyd’s continuing support. 

 

James has been very supportive assisting us with co-ordinating 

the setting up of the Safe House.  This has been a big step for 

Karuna and we are pleased he has been able to assist with 

some funding. He is always interested to follow the progress of 

our programs, and knowing the young girls he originally met 

are working hard on their tertiary education.  

 

 

DONATIONS 

Our regular donors also deserve a BIG THANK YOU. Your continuing support and interest in our 

small charity gives us the opportunity to offer the girls a better education especially as quite a few 

have now left school and wish to advance their studies or work on a career opportunity. This 

could not happen without your regular donations. 

Good2Give is a Corporate organisation which offers employees of registered businesses to 

make pre-tax donations.  The employee is able to decide the amount they wish to donate on a 

regular basis and the employer will match the amount!! This is a great opportunity for us and 

we are pleased to report our first donor continues to support us. If you or anyone you know 

works in a company with this opportunity, please look for us in the Good2Give register.   

To Our Donors 

PAYPAL now available.  We are excited to announce that we can now receive payments 

via PayPal.  This option is now available on our website.  One of our donors raised $365 

through the PayPal Gift Fund which was amazing.  Instead of receiving gifts from her friends, 

Sarah asked them to donate to the PayPal Gift Fund she set up on Facebook.  You may have 

already received requests from friends for this type of fundraising. The amount Sarah raised 

was amazing, however much smaller donations are always very much appreciated. 

GIVE NOW has become a very easy and cost-effective way for our overseas donors to process 

either a one-off or a regular monthly donation.  We have a Give Now donation button on our 

website which connects directly to their website. 

PLEASE NOTE: Payments from overseas to Give Now can only be made through a Credit Card 

account.  

Our donors in Australia are able to make payments direct to our bank account from their own 

Debit account or Credit Card with no transfer fees attached 
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OUR COMMITMENT 

Our commitment to our Karuna Sri Lanka Inc. donors is that all money donated is used 

entirely for the support of our organisation in Sri Lanka. We are a volunteer run 

charity and we do not use any of your donations towards our running costs.  These are 

met by Justin, our President, and other committee members. 

A Note from the Committee 

This will be our final Newsletter for 2022.  We wish you all a VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS and 

thank you very much for your continuing support.  Your donations mean so much to the children 

in Sri Lanka and we could not keep Karuna Sri Lanka Inc. operating without you.  

Justin, June and John have organised a visit to Sri Lanka in November and they are looking 

forward to meeting up with everyone again.  Look out for our January 2023 Newsletter with 

all their news. 

Please pass this Newsletter on 

If you have friends or relatives that you feel may be interested in reading this newsletter, 

donating, visiting our website or following us on Facebook please forward this newsletter to them 

to read about our work. 

Website:  www.karunasrilanka.com.au  (A Donation form is available on this site.) 

Facebook: Visit our Facebook page karuna sri lanka inc.  

OR contact Justin on 0423 169 328. 

 

Please remember:  

You help to put smiles on the children’s faces and improve 

their health and education opportunities! 


