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Sashi (Cardinator), Ishara, Sathya and Piyumi our Safe Hou@se
girls with Justin ;

Hi to all our fantastic donorsnd friendsfrom the Karuna Committee!

We hope you all had a good Christmas and New Year.
THIS NEWSLETTHRATURESVISIT

TO SRI LANKA BY JUSTIN, JUNE & JOHN in NOVEMBER 2022 !

It was a very busy but successful visit and we wish to share this with you alli



17" November 2022 Justi(Presidentland JungTreasurer)ravelled to Sri Lanka on a
long-awaited visit to meet up with everyonend stayed until 28 November.

i 26" November John (ViePresident)arrived and stayed untiB™ December.
i (As per our rules, any committee member visiting Sri Lankafpayheir own flights andaccommodation)

i Welcome dinner Justin and Junearrived in Galle and met with Shashi and the girls
living in the safe house, Ishara, Sathya and Piyumaon their first day in Galle . It was
great to be together again and they enjoyed a mealto catch up.

Visit to Ageesha and Piyumi. The next day our co-ordinator, Jayani had

i organized a car and driver to take Justin and Juneto meet S e T
i Ageesha and Piyumi, two of our girls from Yasodara. They met P g
i at a new shopping mall in Columbo where Ageesha attends

I University. Piyumi works in child care after completing the
course we funded for her. They both enjoyed looking around

i the many shops and having lunch. They found out it was the

i first time Piyumi had ever been on an escalator when she

i asked Ageesha to take a photo of her. It was a different

i experience for them as they would not usually visit this type of Ageesha our

i shopping mall. University Student

During | unch Ageesha presented Justin with
¥4 a drawing she had asked one of her friends

of him and his baby son, Xavier, what a
j special, thoughtful and amazing gift.

y Piyumi also gave Justin a lovely painting
she had done herself, which he was very

pleased with.

i The day went very quickly and it was soon time to Justin presenting Piyumi withtablet.
i say farewell. Justin presented Piyumi with a
i Samsung tabletwhich had been very kindly donated to us.

Fun day Surfi ng a rsddawasatbiddayforseverfponer t h d
who could attend a surfing i

lesson with Supun who is

now a qualified surfing

& instructor. He was happy to

give everyone a lesson

before they hit the waves as




some of our children have never surfed before. It was quite hard for Supun and
Justin to assistall the children in the surf so they were very
pleased when the lady Supun works for offered to help. She
was great with the children and by the end quite a few were
very excited that they could stand up on their boards.

I t was AtBirthdayawhish tBey all celebrated with a
cake and presents after the mealKaruna provided. She was
very happy about this and Justin and June were pleased to be able to
celebrate the day with Anjula.

Visit to Gintota School Justin, June and Jayani visited the Gintota
g} PR o High School to meet up with Mr. Rohita the
" § ' .. headmaster. Justin presented Mr. Rohita with a

donated laptop and netball equipment.

. Abdul Majjid, one of the students at

; ' the school that Justin coached in
"fr*,- b cricket many years ago heard about
the visit and came to the school to meet with Justin.

: . Jayani introduced us to a student young
SRt lady Karuna has been assisting with her
swimming. She is very talented but was

unable to afford the travel fees to and from where she
has to attend coaching therefore Karuna assisted with
this cost.

Jayani, who retired from teaching
at Gintota, gave June a tour of the
classrooms where they were able to watch a

music lesson and dancing lesson.

The school organised a cricket match for them to
attend. Justin was very
happy to meet Rashmika,
another student our Karuna

coaching program has
assisted. He is now playing

1°* Class Cricket. Rashmika hopes to travel

and play in England and eventually Australia. Rashmika, Justin and coac
from Gintota



The Manacare Foundation Orphanage was the next place to visit

where they met Joy Markham who founded the orphanage over 20
years ago. There is a small Montessori school for the local children
and she pays for a physiotherapist to work 2 days a week assisting
local adults recovering from strokes. Joy =

also has a workshop to give local women a i
skill and they have a good business
making soaps and sewing towels for hotels
in and around Galle. They also make pet
beds which are very popular. Joy usually
has volunteers to assist with much needed
maintenance work but since covid she

has found it very hard. Joy also assists The ladies packing soaps they have rr
adults with a disability and there are 3

houses available and a special swimming pool for this project. The
Committee has agreed to assist the orphanage on a monthly basis as

they receive no government assistance.

Maheesha - Children’s Corner Orphanage

The last visit for the day was to meet Maheesha, one
of the children from Yasodara Orphanage. Maheesha is
very shy but she was pleased to see them as she has
few visitors. They took some powdered milk to the
orphanage which the matron was very pleased with as
it is expensive and they need a good supply for all the

girls.

Dinner with Supun

In the evening Justin and June drove to Khama
House where Supun is staying. Clive very kindly
b allows Supun to live on his property when the
house Supun was living in became unsuitable.

il | We enjoyed a very nice meal with Clive, Ayesh
‘ and Supun. Clive is continuing to mentor Supun
who has now left school and is working as a

surfing instructor before attending an interview

" to be accepted into a marine college course soon.



Sukitha Orphanage Open Day. This was a very

entertaining day for Justin, June and Jayani. They
had been invited by Janaka, to attend the annual
open day at the orphanage for children and adults
with special needs. As soon as they arrived, they
visited the art room where there was a large display

of craft work and art for sale which the residents :
had made. After purchasing some gifts Janaka took June with Janaka
them to watch a concert the
residents had spent many hours
rehearsing for. It was amazing to
watch and very well organised. At
the end of the concert Janaka asked
Justin, June and Jayani to hand out
gifts to all the dancers. It was lovely
to see the enthusiasm and
appreciation of everyone as they

received their gift.

Chandu and family. After leaving the orphanage they drove to visit

Chandu, her husband, daughter, sister and mother. Chandu lived at
Yasodara because her mother was a cook there. Justin was delighted
to see Chandu’s mum as she had cooked
him many a good curry when he was
volunteering at Yasodara. Chandu runs a
business from home making uniforms for
schools to enable her to
be at home with her little
girl and still work. They
struggled very hard
during covid as there was

no work. The sewing June with

machine and overlocker Chandu's mur
are rented and Karuna

have been funding this cost. We aim to
purchase 2 machines for her soon. Justin also

presented Chandu with a laptop and her small daughter
with a donated backpack and toys which she loved.  chandu and her daughte

with her backpack
It was another great day P



i Visit to Sachini and family. Justin and June visited Sachini on

their last trip to Sri Lanka when she had recently married. Since then,
the family has grown and they now have a little boy and girl. They live
in a small building en her hushband’s family property. Sachini’s
husband works as a carer for an elderly gentleman. Justin gave
Sachini a donation te assist with living ;
expences and later in the day received a
message from Sachini to say they had put the
money towards a washing machine which will

i be constantly in use with 2 children. Sachini
and her husband were very grateful for our help
and it was good to see the money being used to
assist Sachini with looking after the children.
Justin gave each of the children a gift that had
i been donated. The little boy was very excited
to receive a present. The little girl is a bit too

i young teo show her excitement!!

Shashi arranged this visit se Ishara, Sathya and Piyuma joined us for
the day. On the way home Shashi showed us a poepular lake where
people enjoy picnics. It was good to have a walk and stretch our legs.

Bhagya family visit. Justin had not seen Bhagya
' ' .;

for some years since she
left Yasodara so he was
delighted to find her on
Facebook. How good it
was to be reunited and see
that she is happily

married with a gorgeous
baby girl. June could not
resist having a cuddle!! Bhagya and her
husband live with his mother in the
country, it was quite a long trip to find
their home but worth it. They presented Bhagya with a donated i-pad.

! Justin, June and Jayani were invited to stay for lunch which they all
enjoyed before setting off back to Galle.



Netball Coaching Jayani has been a natienal and international

coach and umpire and travelled to Melbourne with the team she

Jayani continues to enjoy coaching netball now she is semi-retired.
Justin and June had received amazing donations of netball uniforms
which they took to Sri Lanka. The school where Jayani now coaches
does not have money to spend on specific netball uniforms therefore,
she was delighted to see the dresses that had been donated plus a ball
bag, netballs, whistles and other equipment. Thanks go to ladies clubs
in Perth for their generous donations.

Black and white uniforms from Wembley Club, Perth Black and Red uniforms from Tasmapni
with Jayani on the left.

Jayani organised a practice session for Justin and June to present the
girls with the uniforms and equipment. Their practice court is mainly
hard mud and a small amount of grass, so very different to most courts
in Australia. It was good to see the discipline and enthusiasm the girls
showed in their scratch match. After the game and presentations, the
captain gave a very touching thank you speech and all the girls shook
hands with Justin and June. Hopefully the new uniforms will bring
them luck in their next competition.

Nilu and family Justin met Nilu’s father many years ago when he

did some roofing work at Yasodara and Justin always enjoys catching
up with them when he visits Sri Lanka. Last time Justin and June
visited Sri Lanka Nilu, their daughter was attending a beauty course
and her ambition was to open her own salon. Justin and June were

invited for tea and when they arrived it was good to see Nilu has



